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The Spiritual Practice of giving the Lord my first preference: 
 

Gospel 

Luke 12:49-53 

Jesus said to his disciples: 
"I have come to set the earth on fire, 

and how I wish it were already blazing! 
There is a baptism with which I must be baptized, 

and how great is my anguish until it is accomplished! 
Do you think that I have come to establish peace on the earth? 

No, I tell you, but rather division." 
 

 The Holy Spirit comes to change us and convert us to the Will of the Father.  Hearing     
today's Gospel, in that understanding, gives meaning to the word division.  This division is be-
tween God's Will and our fallen nature.  We certainly see this division between the spirit of the 
culture and the teachings of the Church, and this has been true since Christ walked the earth. The 
Lord Jesus did not come to affirm all that human beings were doing, or are doing today. He came 
to save them and us from our sins.  We pray for help with this when we ask for God's Will to be 
done every time we pray an Our Father prayer.  Saint Paul teaches us that our earthly desires are        
directly opposed to the Will of God, but this doesn't mean that holiness is not possible for us on 
Earth.  Obviously, the church has produced many great Saints, and we too are called to that same 
holiness.   
 So what’s a tangible recipe for holiness? The Lord must increase in my life, and I (my 
earthly preferences) must decrease a little every day.  But how  do we do this? We grow in holiness 
first by the sacramental life of the Church, especially in the sacrament of reconciliation and the 
reception of the most Holy Eucharist at Mass.  After that, we grow in holiness through the habit of 
little daily sacrifices.  What kind of sacrifices? Prayer is a great little daily sacrifice because it   
requires the denial of my earthly will to embrace the ultimate good--time with God. Ok, I pray 
daily, what else? Another common practice is to offer to the Lord my first preference for some-
thing when I have a choice and go with my second choice instead of my first. You can give that 
small gift of your first choice to the Lord, and it's a good spiritual discipline! Don't let yourself 
think the small things don't matter.  If I cannot master the small things, no big accomplishments in 
the spiritual life will ever follow.  Big things build upon the foundation of small holy habits.  Saint 
Therese of Lisieux, a Doctor of the Church, taught us this principle quite well (To focus on the  
little things with great love).  Ok, how about providing an example for this second preference  
spiritual practice! --Sure!  
 Start at the store.  The next time you are shopping and find two similar options for a thing, 
see if you can offer to the Lord your first preference, pass it up, and go with your second choice of 
a similar thing! If you can make this a habit where applicable, you will have an excellent small 
daily habit of sacrifice even if it's only once per day.  Name it to the Lord prayerfully when you do 
it.  You can also name an intention: Lord I offer this sacrifice of my first preference for the healing 
of __________.  (Just like we do in verbal intercessory prayer)  
 
 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/12?49%20


The Society of St. Vincent de Paul harnesses the power of community and partnerships to feed, clothe, house and heal 
individuals and families in our community who have nowhere else to turn for help. Our volunteer members – known 
as Vincentians – are women and men who are compelled by our Catholic Christian faith to serve those who are in 
need and suffering. 

From rental assistance and homelessness prevention, to thrift stores and food pantries, to utility assistance and car 
repairs, we share our time and treasure with those who need help and hope. We believe EVERYONE deserves a fair 
chance at a bright future, regardless of income or life circumstances. 

You can be a light in this season of darkness. The gifts we have, we are given to share — and we invite you to join us in 
a season of generosity. When you give to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, you’re giving love, help, and hope to our 
neighbors in need. Thank you for your prayers and generosity. 

If you are interested in learning more or becoming a Vincentian, please contact Kathy Takacs at (412) 491-7044 or Jack 
Steiner at (412) 979-2077. 

Readings for the week of August 17, 2025 

Sunday: Jer  38:4-6, 8-10/Ps 40:2, 3, 4, 18 (14b)/Heb 12:1-4/Lk 
12:49-53          

Monday: Jgs 2:11-19/Ps 106:34-35, 36-37, 39-40, 43ab and 44/
Mt 19:16-22 

Tuesday: Jgs 6:11-24a/Ps 85:9, 11-12, 13-14/Mt 19:23-30 

Wednesday: Jgs 9:6-15/Ps 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/Mt 20:1-16 

 

Thursday: Jgs 11:29-39a/Ps 40:5, 7-8a, 8b-9, 10/Mt 22:1-14 

Friday: Ru 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22/Ps 146:5-6ab, 6c-7, 8-9a, 9bc
-10/Mt 22:34-40 

Saturday: Ru 2:1-3, 8-11; 4:13-17/Ps 128:1b-2, 3, 4, 5/Mt 
23:1-12 

Next Sunday: Is 66:18-21/Ps 117:1, 2 (Mk 16:15)/Heb 12:5-
7, 11-13/Lk 13:22-30 



 
Sunday Offertory 

$10,997.00 
 

Thank you for supporting our parish! 

Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton   Parish offers Online 

Giving.   

 Scan QR Code on the new Pew Cards or QR 

Code   below. 

 Click Create a new account. 

 Create an ID and password. 

 Allow 2 minutes to complete 

the process. 

If you decide to switch to online giving and 

would like to discontinue your envelopes please 

contact the parish office. Thank you! 

 

The sacrament is available during Confession hour and 

after each Mass.         

    Matrimony 

Couples wishing to celebrate the Sacrament of 

Matrimony must contact the parish office one year 

in advance of the Wedding. 
 

Baptism 

Families of our parish who wish to have their child 

baptized please email Susan Cheplic   

skcheplic@dioceseofgreensburg.org 

to register for Baptism Preparation. 
 

2025 Mass Intentions Available 

There are a few Mass intention openings in December. Please fill 
out a form in the back of the church, or stop in the office.          

Thank you. 

The 2026 Mass book will be open sometime in the fall – watch for a 
bulletin announcement. 



SUBSTANCE ADDICTION MINISTRY (SAM) will host the next Rosary 
and Prayers for Recovery on Wednesday August 20, 2025 at NOON. 
Pray with us on the third Wednesday of each month as we invite 
anyone afflicted or affected by addiction to be with us for a time of    
prayer and support. Join us via ZOOM. 

Meeting ID: 831 0693 2294    Passcode: 442627 

For questions or a copy of the prayers- Jennifer Macioce               
724-708-9150 or Jenn.macioce@gmail.com 

LUNCH BAG PANTRY: 

Donations of water bottles, juice, noodles, crackers, pudding 

& Fruit cups and other snack items are needed and can be 

placed in the storage containers in the back of the church. 

mailto:Jenn.macioce@gmail.com


We are currently looking to fill our substitute teacher list for 

the school year 2025-2026. If you would like to be added, 

please send your resume to:  

Queen of Angels Catholic School 

c/o Ms. Jennifer Filak, Principal 

One Main Street North Huntingdon, PA  15642 

Or email Jennifer Filak at jfilak@queenofangelssch.org.  

She can also be reached in the school office at 724-978-0144.   

QUEEN OF ANGELS CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear Parishioners, 

Queen of Angels Catholic School is excited to welcome the 2025–2026 school year! We hope your summer has been filled with rest, joy, and time spent with loved 
ones. 

As we look ahead, we are filled with anticipation and hope. We joyfully welcome back our returning students and are eager to greet the many new faces joining 
our school family. This year, we are blessed to serve over 285 students—including 50 bright-eyed kindergarteners—who will soon fill our classrooms with faith, 
laughter, and learning. 

We are deeply grateful for your ongoing support of Queen of Angels. Your prayers, generosity, and presence enrich our mission and make it possible for us to 
continue nurturing children in a Christ-centered environment. We are truly blessed to have you as part of our faith community. 

Our Catholic faith calls us to begin each school year with gratitude and purpose. Together, may we embrace the year ahead with hearts open to God’s grace and 
minds ready for the learning and growth that awaits. 

Looking forward to a wonderful year together! 

With gratitude and prayers, 

Mrs. Filak 

Principal 

mailto:sstonebraker@queenofangelssch.org


 
 
 
 

 
 
Knights of Columbus St Jude Council 9019 -  will have 
their monthly meeting on Monday August 18, 2025, at the 
renovated    Resurrection Hall at St Agnes. The meeting 
starts at 7:15 with the Rosary. St Jude Council covers the 
parishes of IC, St Agnes, and St Elizabeth Ann Seton. If you 
are interested in joining the Knights, or would like to transfer 
to our Council, please contact Al Borgony at   724-864-3487 
or email a.borgony@comcast.net ,or you can check out our 
website at kofc.org and join online. 

mailto:a.borgony@comcast.net

